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New and Revised Laboratory Requirements Related 
to Histocompatibility 

The Joint Commission has approved the following revisions for prepublication. While revised requirements are published 
in the semiannual updates to the print manuals (as well as in the online E-dition®), accredited organizations and paid 
subscribers can also view them in the monthly periodical The Joint Commission Perspectives®. To begin your 
subscription, call 800-746-6578 or visit http://www.jcrinc.com. 

Please note: Where applicable, this report shows current standards and EPs first, with deleted language struck-
through. Then, the revised requirement follows in bold text, with new language underlined. 





 

 

Prepublication Requirements continued 

October 21, 2024 

Quality System Assessment for Nonwaived Testing (QSA) Chapter 
QSA.12.01.01 

The laboratory uses quality control practices and validation methods for histocompatibility testing. 
Element(s) of Performance for QSA.12.01.01 

EP 6 For immunologic reagents (for example, antibodies, antibody-coated particles, complement) that
facilitate or enhance the isolation of lymphocytes, or lymphocyte subsets, the laboratory monitors the 
efficacy of the methods with quality control procedures. 

Revised EP 6 If the laboratory uses immunologic reagents to facilitate or enhance the isolation of 
lymphocytes, or lymphocyte subsets, the laboratory monitors the efficacy of the methods with
quality control procedures. 

EP 8 The laboratory has a system in place for proper storage and maintenance of both recipient sera and 
reagents at an acceptable temperature range for sera and components, including a temperature alarm 
system and an emergency plan for alternative storage. 

Revised EP 8 The laboratory uses a continuous monitoring and alert system to monitor the storage
temperature of specimens (donor and recipient) and reagents. The system notifies laboratory
staff when temperature limits are exceeded. 
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*Current QSA.12.02.01 through QSA.12.07.01 were deleted and replaced with the following* 

QSA.12.02.01 

The laboratory performs human leukocyte antigen (HLA) typing. 
Element(s) of Performance for QSA.12.02.01 

New EP 1 The laboratory uses human leukocyte antigen (HLA) terminology that conforms to the World 
Health Organization (WHO) Nomenclature Committee for Factors of the HLA System. 

New EP 2 The laboratory develops and implements written criteria for determining when antigen and 
allele typing are required. 

Documentation is required 

QSA.12.03.01 

The laboratory performs human leukocyte antigen (HLA) serologic antibody screening and identification. 
Element(s) of Performance for QSA.12.03.01 

New EP 1 The laboratory makes a reasonable effort to have available monthly serum specimens for all 
potential transplant recipients for periodic antibody screening, identification, and crossmatch. 

Documentation is required 

QSA.12.04.01 

The laboratory crossmatches potential recipients and donors before transplantation is performed. 
Element(s) of Performance for QSA.12.04.01 
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Element(s) of Performance for QSA.12.06.01 

New EP 1 The laboratory documents all control procedures performed related to histocompatibility
testing. 

Documentation is required 

QSA.13.07.01 

The laboratory retains histological specimens for patient care purposes. 
Element(s) of Performance for QSA.13.07.01 

EP 2 Microscopic slides, paraffin blocks, bone marrow aspirates, needle biopsy specimens, and gross 
tissue specimens are retained in accordance with law and regulation and as defined by organization 
policy. 




